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Greetings Collectors, 

  

It's been a very hot summer, but the Cool Breezes of Chicago and the Worlds 

Premiere Toy Soldier Show are less than sixty days away. I have been busy 

acquiring new collections of knights to add to my army as well as a large selection 

of knights for the collectors attending the Old Toy Soldier Show. 

The knights for sale will include groups by Courtenay,  Peter Greenhill ( see 

photos above of latest Greenhill knights for sale) and Tiffany Knights by Jacques 

Cuypers, along with other makers. Two Starlux castles will be available along with 

new special custom hand built Castle sections that can be placed together to form a 

variety of displays options.(see more info & photos in the upcoming August 

Newsletter) Please call or e-mail me if you are looking for a specific knight or need 

details on what is available! Joe Remson will also be traveling with me to the show 

and will have a selection of newly crafted Heraldic Miniatures by our friend Brian 

Rodden. 

  

Website Update: Currently working on updating the Photo Gallery of Heraldic 

Miniatures.  Just completed the Freddy Ping section, and the new Jacques Cuypers 

section will launch today.  See the  attached photos for a preview from the new 

Tiffany Photo Gallery.  The work of Richard Courtenay will be next to get 

updated, including new photos, knights identification, etc. The photos 

of Courtenay's work will be listed in order of the knights position number and is 

intended to be an electronic reference tool for collectors. Since there are well over 

150 Courtenays in my collection, I will be adding to the gallery's photos over 

several months. 
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Siege of Rouen 
595 year Anniversary 

Battles of the Hundred Years War 
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

  

At the time of the Siege of Rouen (July 1418 – January 1419), the city had a 

population of 70,000, making it one of the leading cities in France, and its capture 

crucial to the Normandy campaign during the Hundred Years' War. 

From about 1415, Rouen had been strengthened and reinforced by the French and 

it was the most formidably defended place that the invaders had yet faced. 

When the English reached Rouen, the walls were scattered with many towers and 

guns, and lined by an army of crossbow men under the command of Alain 

Blanchard, commander of the crossbows (arbalétriers), and second in command to 

Guy LeBouteiller, the overall commander. 

 

Due to a lack of manpower on the English side, a "breach and storm" of the city 

could not be managed so the town was completely surrounded, with the English 

intending to starve out the defenders. By December, the people of Rouen were 

eating cats, dogs, horseflesh, and even mice. The streets were filled with starving 

citizens. The town expelled more than 12,000 of the poor to save food.               

King Henry V (See Photo of Henry V by Courtenay) would not allow the people to 

leave the siege line, and so the starving, expelled people of Rouen were forced to 

live in the ditch dug near the wall of Rouen for Rouen's protection. Even the 

English felt sorry for the starving people. On Christmas Day 1418, King Henry 

allowed two priests to give food to the starving people, but the day soon ended and 

the people went back to dying miserably in the ditch. 

 

Despite several brave sorties led by the French garrison, this state of affairs 

continued until the French surrender on 20 January 1419. Alain Blanchard, who 

had executed English prisoners, was executed by the English when the town fell. 

After the city fell, many of the inhabitants were so sick of both the Duke of 

Burgundy and the dauphin that they swore allegiance to Henry. 

Henry went on to take all of Normandy, apart from Mont St. Michel, which 

withstood blockade for 21 years, until it was relieved by the French reconquest. 

  

  

That's it for now, Keep Collecting, 
  

Phil  Bennett 
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